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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6, and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lemmons (US 6,481,011 B1). 

Regarding claim 1, Lemmons discloses a method for selecting a first digital object 
display in an electronic television program guide (selecting program information of a particular 
program display in an EPG -see abstract) comprising the steps of: 

receiving the first digital object from a direct-to-home satellite communication system 
(receiving the program information of the particular program via satellite 18 - see figure 1 ; col. 
3, lines 27-42); 

determining first and second fuzzy variable values associated with the first digital object 
(determining first and second attributes, e.g., category and actor, associated with the program 
information of the particular program - see col. 5, lines 17-19 and 46-52); 

determining a first priority by mapping the first and second fuzzy variable values onto a 
profile surface adapted for determining preferences associated with a television viewer 
(determining a first priority by mapping the first and second attributes on to a profile, e.g., 90, for 
determining preference criterion associated with a viewer - see col. 7, lines 54-51; col. 5, lines 
33-45; col. 9, lines 24-32 and figure 6); 
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comparing the first priority to a predefined threshold (for example, comparing the 
attributes of the received program with a preference criterion such as drama category, i.e., 
Casablanca, and specific actor, i.e., Humphrey Bogart- see col. 9, lines 21-34; col. 5, page 45- 
52); and 

selecting the first digital object for display in the electronic television program guide if the 
first priority crosses the predefined threshold (selecting the program information of the particular 
program for display in the EPG if the attributes matched the preference criterion - see abstract; 
col. 5, lines 45-52). 

Regarding claim 2, Lemmons discloses receiving a second digital object from the 
direct-to-home satellite communication system (receiving program information of another 
particular program via satellite 18 - see figure 1 ; col. 3, lines 27-42); 

determining third and fourth fuzzy variable values associated with the second digital 
object (determining third and fourth attributes, e.g., category and actor, associated with the 
program information of another particular program - see col. 5, lines 17-19 and 46-52); and 

setting the predefined threshold by mapping the third and fourth fuzzy variable values 
onto the profile surface (setting the preference criterion by mapping the third and fourth 
preference attributes onto the profile 90 - see col. 7, lines 54-51 ; col. 5, lines 33-45; col. 9, lines 
24-32 and figure 6). 

Regarding claim 3, Lemmons discloses the step of displaying the first digital object in the 
electronic television program guide (see col. 5, lines 14-19). 

Regarding claim 4, Lemmons further discloses the steps of selecting a color based on 
the comparison between the first priority and the predefined threshold, and associating the 
display of the first digital object with the selected color (for example, the program infomriation 
that satisfy the preference criterion, e.g., category and actor, will be displayed in a selected 
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color, e.g., blue, of the criterion having the highest priority - see col. 9, lines 24-33; col. 5, lines 
14-52). 

Regarding claim 6, Lemmons discloses that the first digital object comprises an 
advertising object (program information may include the advertising information - see col. 3, 
lines 52-53). 

Regarding claim 9, Lemmons discloses an apparatus for displaying a first digital object 
in an electronic television program guide (displaying program information of a particular program 
in an EPG - see abstract) comprising: 

a receiver (28) that receives the first digital object from a direct-to-home satellite 
communication system (receiving the program information of the particular program via satellite 
18 - see figure 1 ; col. 3, lines 27-42; col. 4, lines 20-33); 

a controller (28) for determining first and second fuzzy variable values associated with 
the first digital object (determining first and second attributes associated with program 
information of the particular program, e.g., category and actor, associated with the program 
information of the particular program - see col. 5, lines 17-19 and 46-52), the controller 
determining a first priority by mapping the first and second fuzzy variable values onto a profile 
surface adapted for determining preferences associated with a television viewer (determining a 
first priority by mapping the first and second attributes on to a profile, e.g., 90, for determining 
preference criterion associated with a viewer - see col. 7, lines 54-51; col. 5, lines 33-45; col. 9, 
lines 24-32 and figure 6), the controller comparing the first priority to a predefined threshold (for 
example, comparing the attributes of the received program with a preference criterion such as 
drama category, i.e., Casablanca, and specific actor, i.e., Humphrey Bogart - see col. 9, lines 
21-34; col. 5, page 45-52), and 
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a display (32), the controller causing the display to present the first digital object in the 
electronic television program guide if the first priority crosses the predefined threshold 
(displaying the program information of the particular program in the EPG if the attributes 
matched the preference criterion - see abstract; col. 5, lines 45-52). 

Regarding claim 10, Lemmons discloses that the receiver is further adapted to receive a 
second digital object from the direct-to-home satellite communication system (receiving program 
information of another particular program via satellite 18 - see figure 1; col. 3, lines 27-42); 

the controller is further adapted to determine third and fourth fuzzy variable values 
associated with the second digital object (determining third and fourth attributes, e.g., category 
and actor, associated with the program information of another particular program - see col. 5, 
lines 17-19 and 46-52); and 

the controller is further adapted to determine the predefined threshold by mapping the 
third and fourth fuzzy variable values onto the profile surface (determining the preference 
criterion by mapping the third and fourth preference attributes onto the profile 90 - see col. 7, 
lines 54-51; col. 5, lines 33-45; col. 9, lines 24-32 and figure 6). 

Regarding claim 11, Lemmons discloses that the controller is further adapted to select a 
color based on the comparison between the first priority and the predefined threshold; and the 
controller is further adapted to associate the display of the first digital object with the selected 
color (for example, the program information that satisfy the preference criterion, e.g., category 
and actor, will be displayed in a selected color, e.g., blue, of the criterion having the highest 
priority - see col. 9, lines 24-33; col. 5, lines 14-52). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lemmons (US 6,481,011 B1). 

Regarding claim 5 and 12, Lemmons discloses displaying program information based on 
the comparison between the preference criterion and the attributes of the program with a 
selected color associated with preference attributes (see col. 5, lines 43-52). Lemmons does not 
disclose associating the display of the program information with a selected number. Official 
Notice is taken that displaying an indicator such as icon or a symbol in a program guide is well 
known in the art. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the program guide of Lemmons by presenting a number in 
order to allow the viewer easily identify the program information of the user^s interest in the 
program guide. 

4. Claims 7, 8, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lemmons (US 6,481,011 B1) in view of Lazarus et al. (US 5,652,613 A). 

Regarding claim 7, Lemmons discloses a method for selecting a first digital object 
display in an electronic television program guide (selecting program information of a particular 
program display in an EPG -see abstract) comprising the steps of: 

receiving the first digital object from a direct-to-home satellite communication system 
(receiving the program information of the particular program via satellite 18 - see figure 1; col. 
3, lines 27-42); 

determining first and second fuzzy variable values associated with the first digital object 
(determining first and second attributes, e.g., category and actor, associated with the program 
information of the particular program - see col. 5, lines 17-19 and 46-52); 
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determining a first priority by mapping the first and second fuzzy variable values onto a 
profile surface adapted for determining preferences associated with a television viewer 
(determining a first priority by mapping the first and second attributes on to a profile, e.g.. 90. for 
determining preference criterion associated with a viewer - see col. 7, lines 54-51; col. 5. lines 
33-45; col. 9. lines 24-32 and figure 6); 

comparing the first priority to a predefined threshold (for example, comparing the 
attributes of the received program with a preference criterion such as drama category, i.e.. 
Casablanca, and specific actor, i.e., Humphrey Bogart- see col. 9, lines 21-34; col. 5. page 45- 
52); and 

selecting the first digital object if the first priority crosses the predefined threshold 
(selecting the program information of the particular program for display in the EPG if the 
attributes matched the preference criterion - see abstract; col. 5, lines 45-52). 

Lemmons does not explicitly disclose deletion the first object from a memory. However. 
Lazarus discloses a television electronic program guide memory management system deletes 
the least valuable stored program information at that moment as free memory space is needed 
by the system (see col. 4, lines 10-29; col. 4-5, lines 60-21). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Lemmons by deleting the least valuable stored program information from a memory 
as taught by Lazarus in order to free memory space for more storage. 

Regarding claim 8, Lemmons discloses receiving a second digital object from the 
direct-to-home satellite communication system (receiving program information of another 
particular program via satellite 18 - see figure 1; col. 3, lines 27-42); 
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determining third and fourth fuzzy variable values associated with the second digital 
object (determining third and fourth attributes, e.g., category and actor, associated with the 
program information of another particular program - see col. 5, lines 17-19 and 46-52); and 

setting the predefined threshold by mapping the third and fourth fuzzy variable values 
onto the profile surface (setting the preference criterion by mapping the third and fourth 
preference attributes onto the profile 90 - see col. 7, lines 54-51; col. 5, lines 33-45; col. 9, lines 
24-32 and figure 6). 

Regarding claim 13, Lemmons discloses an apparatus for displaying a first digital object 
in an electronic television program guide (displaying program information of a particular program 
in an EPG - see abstract) comprising: 

a receiver (28) that receives the first digital object from a direct-to-home satellite 
communication system (receiving the program information of the particular program via satellite 
18 - see figure 1; col. 3, lines 27-42; col. 4, lines 20-33); 

a controller (28) for determining first and second fuzzy variable values associated with 
the first digital object (determining first and second attributes associated with program 
information of the particular program, e.g., category and actor, associated with the program 
information of the particular program - see col. 5, lines 17-19 and 46-52), the controller 
determining a first priority by mapping the first and second fuzzy variable values onto a profile 
surface adapted for determining preferences associated with a television viewer (determining a 
first priority by mapping the first and second attributes on to a profile, e.g., 90, for determining 
preference criterion associated with a viewer - see col. 7, lines 54-51; col. 5, lines 33-45; col. 9, 
lines 24-32 and figure 6), the controller comparing the first priority to a predefined threshold (for 
example, comparing the attributes of the received program with a preference criterion such as 
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drama category, i.e., Casablanca, and specific actor, i.e.. Humphrey Bogart - see col. 9, lines 
21-34; col. 5. page 45-52), and 

a memory (28), the controller does not present the first digital object if the first priority 
crosses the predefined threshold (the program information of the particular program is not 
presented if the attributes does not match the preference criterion - see abstract; col. 4, lines 
20-23 and 51-55; col. 5. lines 45-52). 

Lemmons does not explicitly disclose deletion the first object from a memory. However, 
Lazarus discloses a television electronic program guide memory management system deletes 
the least valuable stored program information at that moment as free memory space is needed 
by the system (see col. 4, lines 10-29; col. 4-5, lines 60-21). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Lemmons by deleting the least valuable stored program information from a memory 
as taught by Lazarus in order to free memory space for more storage. 

Regarding claim 14, Lemmons discloses that the receiver is further adapted to receive a 
second digital object from the direct-to-home satellite communication system (receiving program 
information of another particular program via satellite 18 - see figure 1; col. 3, lines 27-42); 

the controller is further adapted to determine third and fourth fuzzy variable values 
associated with the second digital object (determining third and fourth attributes, e.g.. category 
and actor, associated with the program information of another particular program - see col. 5, 
lines 17-19 and 46-52); and 

the controller is further adapted to determine the predefined threshold by mapping the 
third and fourth fuzzy variable values onto the profile surface (determining the preference 
criterion by mapping the third and fourth preference attributes onto the profile 90 - see col. 7. 
lines 54-51; col. 5, lines 33-45; col. 9, lines 24-32 and figure 6). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Alexander (US 6,177,931 B1) discloses a system and method for displaying EPG and 
utilizing a viewer's profile to customize various aspect of the EPG. 

Kahn (US 5,978,649 A) discloses a method and apparatus for dynamic conditional 
channel authorization in a broadcast system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 703-306-5976. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ngoc K.Vu 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 



March 16, 2004 



